PSA
Apr. 25 – May 5

The American Red Cross continues to face a critical blood shortage and is issuing an
emergency call for eligible blood and platelet donors of all types to give NOW and
help save lives. Blood donations are being distributed to hospitals faster than
donations are coming in. Commit to give and make a difference. Use the Blood
Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to make an
appointment.
Upcoming blood donation opportunities:
Visit www.redcrossblood.org (where you can download the FREE Red Cross Blood Donor
App) or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to make your appointment:
Thurs.
4/25 9:00-2:00
Aitkin High School in Aitkin
Fri.
4/26 11:00-5:00
First Lutheran Church in Brainerd
Mon.
4/29 12:00-6:00
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Aitkin
Tues.
4/30 12:00-6:00
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Aitkin
Fri.
5/3 12:00-6:00
Roosevelt Township Hall in Brainerd
Tues.
5/7 10:00-4:00
American Legion in Brainerd
Thurs.
5/9 10:00-4:00
CRMC in Crosby
Fri.
5/10 8:00-2:00
CRMC in Crosby
Fri.
5/10 9:00-3:00
Northland Arboretum in Baxter
Thurs.
5/16 10:00-4:00
Brainerd VFW
Fri.
5/17 12:00-5:00
Bertha-Hewitt High School in Bertha
Tues.
5/21 12:00-6:00
Emily City Hall
Wed.
5/22 10:00-2:00
Swanville High School
Wed.
5/22 12:00-6:00
McGregor Community Center
Thurs.
5/23 11:00-5:00
Riverwood Health Center in Aitkin
Thurs.
5/23 12:00-6:00
Motley United Methodist Church

Cass County Public Health is hosting some upcoming walk-in Immunization
Clinics for children who are on MA/MnCare or who are un- or under-insured.
Select immunizations are available for adults who are un- or under-insured:
Wed
5/1
9:30-11:30
Pine River-Backus Family Center in P.R.
Fri
5/10
10:00-12:00
Northland Area Family Center in Remer
Tues
5/21
10-12 & 1-2:30
Pillager Family Resource Center / Pillager
Tues
5/28
9:00 – 11:00
Cass Co. Health, Human & Vet. Serv
For more information, call 218-547-1340 ext. 246

Crow Wing County and Lakes Area Law Enforcement have come together to
introduce The Vitals App. Vitals is the new app that helps protect people with
visible and invisible conditions and disabilities by voluntarily communicating critical
information to law enforcement and first responders. Each Vitals individual is
assigned a Vitals beacon that transmits a private and secure signal to authorized
first responders that are within 80 feet, allowing them temporary access to critical
information that can help the individual and law enforcement de-escalate what
could become a dangerous or emergency situation. To learn more, or to register
for the service, visit TheVitalsApp.com or text VITALS to 797979.

Brainerd Lakes Area residents are encouraged to turn in your empty toner and
ink jet cartridges at either of The Office Shop locations (Brainerd or Aitkin) for
recycling. By doing so, you will be helping the Zachary Johnson Kids with
Cancer Fund. The fund offers grants to surrounding area families with a
dependent child (age 21 or under) who has any form of cancer. It can be used for
anything that the patient or caregiver wishes. If you are interested in applying for
a grant, contact Riverwood Foundation or stop at either Office Shop location. Or to
donate, visit RiverwoodHealthCare.org/foundation/giving or call 218-927-5158.
The City of Brainerd will use Crow Wing County Alert powered by EverBridge to
make sure you know about issues that may affect your safety. This system allows
the City of Brainerd to contact thousands of residents in seconds, so you can find
out about an emergency right away. Receive important messages from the City of
Brainerd via email, phone, and much more! Get up-to-the-minute information
about severe weather, road closures, snow emergencies, event cancellations, and
much more! To register for the Crow Wing County Alert, visit ci.Brainerd.mn.us.
History and Brainerd Public Schools history, is made every day. The missions of
BPS Archives are to protect and preserve the history of BPS, its students,
graduates, teachers and staff through the collection and display of BPS-related
artifacts. John Erickson, the BPS Archivist & Curator, is looking for artifacts, items
and donations to BPS Archives that may currently be hidden away in your attic or
basement just waiting to be displayed, talked about and appreciated. If you have
any items (BHS letter jackets, flyers, photos, pamphlets, pins, crowns, etc) that
you would like to donate to the cause, please call John at 218-330-1780 or send an
email to BPS.History@isd181.org.
In an effort to provide a safe environment to share stories, provide support and
education to those who have lost a loved one to suicide, a Survivors of Suicide
Loss Support Group invites you to its bi-weekly Monday meetings on the first
and third Monday of each month. The group meets from 7:00-8:30 at Lutheran
Church of the Cross on County Road 13 in Nisswa. This is a group for adults only.
With questions, contact Jeri Borgwarth at jeriborg@hotmail.com
The Crossing Arts Alliance in downtown Brainerd offers fun events for KIDS
every second Saturday of the month from 10:00 to 11:30… AND from 12:001:30. A $3 per child (or $5 per family) donation for materials is requested (but no
child will be turned away for inability to pay). Pre-registration IS REQUIRED for the
classes.
May 11 Figure Studies
For more information and to register (required), visit CrossingArts.org.
If you are looking to volunteer more in 2019, please visit the United Way of
Crow Wing and Southern Cass County’s website at UnitedWayNow.org. There,
you can click on the Volunteer tab. Choose the organizations you’d like to help or
the people you’d like to work with and the United Way will send you notifications
when volunteer opportunities arise that you have chosen! No commitment… Just
Volunteer… make a difference – visit UnitedWayNow.org.

Having cancer is often one of the most stressful experiences in a person's life. But
support groups help many people cope with the emotional aspects of cancer by
providing a safe place to share and work through feelings and challenges. Any
female with a cancer diagnosis is invited to this supportive and caring group
facilitated by professionals and meets the second Friday of the month from 11:30
a.m.-1:00 p.m. at Essentia Health-St. Joseph’s Medical Center. Speakers will also
be asked to attend and discuss various topics throughout the year. For more
information about the Women’s Cancer Support Group please call 218-828-7685.
Ruby’s Pantry is a non-profit food ministry serving rural communities. There are
no income qualifications to participate in Ruby’s Pantry – Ruby’s Pantry is for
everyone who eats and would like to save on their grocery budget. Ruby’s Pantry is
“a hand up, not a hand out.” For a $20 cash donation you will receive a “share”
with up to $120 or more worth of groceries. There are no limits of how many
shares that can be purchased at this time. Ruby’s Pantry food distribution for the
Brainerd Area is at the National Guard Armory the 2nd Tuesday of the month.
Food distribution begins at 11:00 a.m. and ends at 12:30 p.m. Ruby’s Pantry has
no government funding. It is primarily funded by the contributions of our guests.
Participants should bring containers to put their food in. Contact The Journey North
Community Church at 218-824-5617 about volunteer opportunities at Ruby’s!
Everyone in Brainerd School District 181 are invited to review and provide
feedback on the schematic design for the new drop-off and pick-up zones and
controlled entrance at Forestview Middle School in Baxter. Visit the Forestview
page on Blueprint181.org to review the plans and submit input. A computer is
available for public use in the Welcome Center, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday- Friday at
the Washington Educational Services Building, 804 Oak Street in Brainerd. The
input submitted by the public will be shared with the Board of Education and the
project oversight team for consideration.

The Nisswa Chamber of Commerce is accepting nominations for the
2019 Nisswa Citizen of the Year. Nominees should be outstanding
servants of Nisswa, demonstrating passion and commitment toward the
betterment of their community. Those nominated do not need to be
Chamber members, or do they need to be citizens of Nisswa. Summer
residents qualify. To nominate a candidate, submit a written letter,
postmarked no later than Mon. Apr. 29th. For more information, visit
Nisswa.com or call 963-2620.
Central Lakes College is proud to announce that Mary Aarlgaard, Play Off the
Page, will be offering youth theater workshops this June for students entering 1st
through 4th and 5th-9th grades. Those entering 1st-4th grades will have the
opportunity to create their own characters and work together to create a play.
They will meet from 10:00-12:00 June 10-14, but must register BY JUNE 7th.
Those entering th-9th grades will meet from 10:00-12:00 June 17-21 and must
register by June 14th. Both workshops will meet in Dryden Theater at CLC Brainerd
Campus. Registration fee is $55/ person and is non-refundable. To register call
218-855-8253.

Attention, drivers! Spring is here, and along with sun and warmth you can expect
post-winter road hazards–like pot holes, uneven pavement, springtime showers,
and an increased number of cyclists and pedestrians. Did you know that 2018 was
the deadliest year for pedestrians since 1990? This spring, slow down on wet roads,
avoid potholes, and stay on the lookout for pedestrians and cyclists.
Many Brainerd Public School employees go above and beyond assigned job
expectations every day to ensure students receive a high quality education in a safe
and positive learning environment. The Brainerd Public Schools Above and
Beyond Award is intended to annually recognize employees who demonstrate a
positive attitude that inspires others and consistently go above and beyond what is
expected so students can be successful. Nominations are now being accepted.
Eligibility: All employees, full- or part-time, are eligible for this award regardless of
their job classification or other awards received. Nominations: A student, parent,
staff member or community member can nominate an employee. Nominations can
be completed online and submitted electronically or completed by hand and mailed
in. To submit an electronic nomination go to www.isd181.org. To receive a copy of
the nomination form to submit by mail, contact Janet Horn at Washington
Educational Services Building, 804 Oak St., Brainerd, MN 56401. Nominations will
be accepted through June 7. Selection process: The selection process will involve a
selection committee to determine winners. The committee, made up of district staff
and administrators, will review nominations and make recommendations.

4/22 – 4/28
The Brainerd Lakes community is invited to a Wycliffe Associates banquet on Tues. Apr.
30th at 7:00pm at the Arrowwood Lodge. Banquet guests will hear how God is working
amid civil unrest, tribal wars, spiritual warfare and persecution against Christians to
advance Bible translation faster than ever before. Dinner reservations are required. For
tickets, call 218-330-4433 NO LATER THAN THURS. APR. 25th.
Open For Business, a small business solutions roundtable, will be held Thurs. Apr. 25th
at the Jack Pine Brewery in Baxter from 5:30-7:00. LPL Financial advisor Christian Barnett,
CFP, will lead a roundtable discussion on the topics critical to the longevity of small business
success, including retirement plans, insurance plans, cash management services and
personal wealth management. RSVPs are required. Call Sylvie at 218-316-7187.
The Brainerd Lakes Area Audubon Society invites the public to learn more about
Midwestern peregrine falcons at an event at the Northland Arboretum in Baxter on Wed.
Apr. 24th at 7:00 P.M. Guest speaker Jacquelyn Fallon, Minnesota State Coordinator for
peregrine falcon and Vice-Chair of Field Operations for the Midwest Peregrine Society will be
on hand and will be bringing some live falcons, so bring your camera. The event is free and
open to the public. Contact the Arb for more information.

Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge invites the public to its annual Brainerd Gala on
Thurs. Apr. 25th at Cragun’s Resort on Gull Lake. The silent auction starts at 5:15 with
dinner and program starting at 6:45. Tickets are $40 and can be purchased online at
MNTC.org. They are looking forward to a special night with you, connecting and raising
funds for the life-changing work of Mn Adult & Teen Challenge. You will also hear their
clients share powerful stories and songs of hope.
People who love to read books will be thrilled by the huge selection of books which will be
available for purchase at The Little Falls Friends Of The Carnegie Library semi-annual
book sale which will be held from Thurs. Apr. 25th through Sat. Apr. 27th. As usual,
thousands of "gently used" mysteries by authors such as John Sanford, romances by
Danielle Steel, westerns by Louie LaMoure, and science fiction books by David Weber and
others will be available. In addition, hundreds of children's books, religious books, and
other fiction and non-fiction books will be sold. Prices for the books will be $1.00 or less
and a special $2.00 a bag sale will be held on Saturday the 27th. (A special members only
sale will be held on Wednesday April 24th from 5:00 to 7:00pm.) Hours for the public
sale are Thursday from 10:00am to 7:00pm, Friday from 12:00 to 6:00pm, and Saturday
from 10:am to 3:00pm. For more information contact Bob ONeill at 320- 632-6801 or
Cindy Bruggentheis, library services coordinator, at 320-632-9676.
Friends of the Brainerd Public Library will host its annual Spring Book Sale at the
Westgate Mall in the former Foot Locker location for three days. Thurs. & Fri. Apr. 25 &
26 from 9:00-7:00 and on Sat. Apr. 27th from 9:00-4:00. Most books will 50 cents, most
children’s books are a quarter, and premium books are priced as marked.
Lee Rocker from the Stray Cats will perform at 7:30pm on Fri. Apr. 26th at Chalberg
Theater as part of the Central Lakes Community Performing Arts Center’s Cultural
Arts Series. Tickets are available from the CLC Theater box office at 855-8199 or by
logging on to CLCPerformingArts.com.
Peter Mayer returns to Grassroots Concerts on Fri., Apr. 26th for a 7:30 p.m. show in
Nisswa at the Live Well Nightclub and Coffee Bar in Nisswa. Mayer has graced the
Grassroots stage on three previous occasions – most recently in 2013. His next visit follows
the October release of an 11th album, “Catching Rain.” The Live Well Nightclub and Coffee
Bar in the Journey Church is located at 5459 CR 18, next to the Nisswa School. Doors open
at 6:30 and admission is $10 for adults, $5 for children under 12 with listening attention
when accompanied by an adult. Seating is first-come, first-served. At each concert
Grassroots welcomes your nonperishable food or cash donation to the local food shelf.
The Mid Minnesota Builders Association presents the 2019 Spring Lakes Area Home
Tour, Fri. through Sun., Apr. 26-28. The free self-guided tour will take guests to homes
in Nisswa, East Gull Lake, Brainerd and Pillager where they will see the latest and greatest
when it comes to new homes and the latest in materials and technology being used by
today’s builders. The show runs Friday and Saturday from 12:00-6:00….and Sunday, from
12:00-4:00. For more information and a map to the homes, visit MidMNBA.org.
The Brainerd Jaycees annual Run For The Lakes will be taking place on Fri. Apr. 26th
and Sat. Apr. 27th starting and ending in Nisswa. On Friday, registration will take place
starting at 2:00 with a 1K Kids Fun Run at 6:30…and a 5K Run/Walk at 6:45, both starting
and ending at the Nisswa Community Center. On Saturday, late packet pick-up will start at
6:30. The Full, Half and Relay Marathon will start at 8:00… the 10K will start at 8:30 with
awards ceremonies to follow at the Nisswa Community Center. There is also a ZerOK that
will “start” at 12:00. To register, visit RunForTheLakes.com.

Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa invites everyone to its annual HUGE Spring
Rummage Sale! The sale will be held Fri. Apr. 26th from 7:30-7:30…and on Sat. Apr.
27th from 8:00-12:00. You’ll find everything – clothing, household items, furniture,
sporting goods, tools, electronics, toys, books, crafts, pictures and much more. Shop the
special Boutique, Oval Room and Silent Auction, too! All proceeds will benefit a number of
charitable organizations. LCC is behind Schaefer’s Foods on County Road 13 in Nisswa.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer with Wild & Free Wildlife Rehabilitation
program out of the Garrison Animal Hospital, there will be a volunteer training session on
Sat. Apr. 27th at the Garrison VFW. The training will begin at 1:00 and you must be at
least 18 years of age or older to volunteer directly with the animals. To learn more, visit
Facebook and search Wild And Free Garrison MN or call the Garrison Animal Hospital.
Celebrate Earth Day on Sat. Apr. 27th at the Indoor Farmers & Crafters Market at
the Ideal Township Community Center on Butternut Point Road in Pequot Lakes. Enjoy kids
activities, a number of vendors, bakers, meat/poultry producers, artists and crafters and a
$6 lunch. The event is hosted by the Ideal Green Market Cooperative. Dollars raised will
benefit the co-op. Visit IdealGreenMarket.com for more info.
The public is invited to attend a benefit for Mark Mitchell on Sat. Apr. 27th at the Eagles
Club on Front Street in Brainerd. The spaghetti dinner fundraise will be held from 4:007:00 with a silent auction from 3:00-7:00. The dinner is $5. In 2017, Mark was diagnosed
with Stage 4 colon cancer which spread to his liver. He has undergone numerous rounds of
chemo and six surgeries at Mayo Clinic. This has led both Mark and his wife, Megan,
missing significant amounts of work. With medical bills, lost wages and normal day to day
bills accumulating, they are looking to the public for help.
The public is invited to the First Annual Crosslake Power of Aging Expo on Sat. Apr.
27th at The Log Church in Crosslake. Staring at 8:00am, there will be over 25 exhibitors
showcasing services and opportunities for Crosslake area seniors. Mini talks will also be
taking place during the day. Food vendors will be on hand. Featured Keynote Speaker will
be retired WCCO Sportscaster, Mark Rosen. The event is free to attend and ends at 12:45.
Celebrate Arbor Day at the Northland Arboretum at its Arbor Day Family Event on
Sun. Apr. 28th from 12:00-4:00. During this event, you’ll enjoy a presentation by the Pine
Grove Zoo (Little Falls) where you will get to see and touch a panther chameleon, sand boa,
rabbit, golden knee tarantula, and a sulcata tortoise. The animals will be on site from
12:00-2:00. There will be activities for the whole family, bird hikes, a scavenger hunt,
orienteering, nature craft for kids, food for sale and the Crow Wing Master Gardeners and
MN Master Naturalists on site to answer questions. Get an all day pass… $10/family for
members….. $20 for non-members. Call the Arb for more info at 218-829-8770.

4/29 – 5/5

Crosslake Lutheran will be hosting a monthly Caregiver Support Group to be held on
the last Tuesday of each month from 3–4:30 at the church. The group is geared to those
who are caring for others with health issues and is open to all area residents. The group is
facilitated by Gail Smith, RN, and Parish Nurse, with over 45 years of clinical experience and
will feature educational topics each month of interest to caregivers. The next session will be
held Tues. April 30th and will review caregiver stress and strategies to deal with issues
that arise in caring for others. If you would like to bring your loved one to the afternoon
session, we will have activities for them as well so that you are able to attend. Please call
218-692-3682 if you would like to take advantage of that process or if you have questions.
The Child Safety Center’s Community Fundraiser Challenge Recognition and
Celebration will take place on Thurs. May 2nd from 5:00-7:00 at the Rumbly Hall in
Brainerd (707 Laurel Street –formerly the Iron Rail). Enjoy entertainment, a silent auction,
hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar while celebrating the businesses, individuals and
organizations who have supported the Alex & Brandon Child Safety Center. Food will be
provided by Pit Happens. Tickets are $40 in advance… $50 the day of the event. Get
tickets at the Alex & Brandon Center, Coco-Moon, Lakes Printing or the Mid MN Women’s
Center. Raffle tickets are also being sold – someone will win a BBQ Party from Pit Happens
for up to 20 people.
Doug Allen Nash presents Two American Icons, One Main Event honoring families of
soldiers on Thurs. May 2nd at Essentia Health Sports Center in Brainerd. Social hour starts
at 5:00…dinner starts at 6:00 with the Johnny Cash tribute at 7:15, and the Neil Diamond
Tribute Concert at 8:15. Tickets start at $45 and can be purchased online at
Our.Show/FamiliesOfSoldiers2019 or by calling 218-833-2577. Proceeds will benefit Folds
of Honor and Vigilant Guardians.
“A Few Good Men” will be performed at the Dryden Theater in Brainerd on Thurs. & Fri.
May 2 & 3 at 7:30pm and on Sun. May 4th at 2:00. The play is part of the Central Lakes
Community Performing Arts Center’s Cultural Art Series. Tickets are available by calling
855-8199 or visiting CLCPerformingArts.com. (The show will also be performed Tues. May7
through Thurs. May 9th at 7:30pm)
The Pierz Music Department will present its second annual “Night of Jazz” fundraiser
on Fri. May 3rd at the Pierz Ballroom. Doors open at 6:30. Music starts at 7:00. This year
will spotlight several Pierz jazz ensembles and feature special gust and popular local singer,
Karla Jensen. There will be hors d’oeuvres, desserts and a cash bar, along with raffles and
a silent auction during the night. Presale tickets are $20 for adults and $7 for students.
Get tickets from the high school band students or from the Pierz School District office.
((Tickets at the door will be $25 for adults / $10 for students.))
The Brainerd High School Theater Department cast will present its 2019 spring musical,
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat” with performances at 7:00pm
Thurs. May 2nd through Sat. May 4th …and at 2:00 on Sun. May 5th at Tornstrom
Auditorium. Tickets may be purchased at the door an hour before the performance. Cost is
$7 for adults… $5 for students.
It’s time for the 5th Annual Breezy Point Aviation Day on Sat. May 4th from 10:00-2:00
at the Breezy Point Airport. Check out the aircraft displays, emergency vehicles and medivac helicopter as well as a classic car show. Enjoy a pigroast in the Commander parking lot
at 12:00. (NO fly-ins..all displays are static). For more information, call 838-3434.

Children and their parent(s) or guardian are invited to attend the Brainerd Lakes Bicycle
Safety Clinic from 9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m. on Sat., May 4th at the Forestview Middle School
parking lot. In the event of inclement weather it will be held in the Forestview Middle School
gym. Children and their bike will visit various stations for a review of bicycle safety rules, a
bicycle safety check, and be checked for a properly fitted helmet. Then they will put the
knowledge they gained to the test by riding a mock course. Once complete, they can enter
a drawing for a bike, and other treats. Event is open to riders of all ages free of charge.
Don’t forget to bring your bike and helmet!
It’s time for the 54th Annual Backus Firemen’s Smelt & Fish Fry on Sat. May 4th
starting at 4:00. The event takes place at the Backus Fire Hall. The cost is $10 for adults..
$6 for students.
Wild & Free Wildlife Rehabilitation program will soon be hosting its annual Garage Sale
Fundraiser and they are looking for donations of items to sell. They will be accepting
items at the Garrison VFW Pavilion on Sun. May 5 from 12:00-6:00 (and on Mon/Tues. May
6/7 from 9:00-6:00). They will NOT be able to accept clothes, tvs, computers, electronics
or large appliances. They also ask that you not drop items off after hours. For more info,
visit Facebook and search Wild And Free Garrison MN.
“A Few Good Men” will be performed at the Dryden Theater in Brainerd on Tues. May 7,
Wed. May 8 and Thurs. May 9 at 7:30pm The play is part of the Central Lakes
Community Performing Arts Center’s Cultural Art Series. Tickets are available by
calling 855-8199 or visiting CLCPerformingArts.com.

