
PSA 
 
Oct. 26 – Nov. 4 
 
This is an AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DONATION ALERT!  The Red Cross 
continues to face a critical blood shortage and is issuing an emergency call for 
eligible blood and platelet donors of all types to give NOW and help save lives.  
Blood donations are being distributed to hospitals faster than donations are coming 
in.  Commit to give and make a difference.  Use the Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to make an appointment. 
Upcoming blood donation opportunities: 
Visit www.redcrossblood.org (where you can download the FREE Red Cross Blood Donor 
App) or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to make your appointment:  
     Mon. 10/29  1:00-7:00  St. Francis Center in Little Falls 
     Tues.  10/30  12:00-6:00  St. Francis Center in Little Falls 
     Tues. 10/30  9:00-3:00  Northland Arboretum in Baxter 
     Wed. 10/31  8:30-2:30  St. Francis Center in Little Falls 
     Wed.  10/31  10:00-4:00  Brainerd Public Library 
     Mon.  11/5  12:00-6:00  St. John’s Lutheran Church in Aitkin 
     Tues.  11/6  12:00-6:00  St. John’s Lutheran Church in Aitkin 
     Wed.  11/7  12:00-6:00  Aitkin Community Center 
     Wed.  11/7  2:00-7:00  Upsala High School 
     Thurs.  11/8  9:00-3:00  Royalton High School 
     Thurs.  11/8  12:30-6:30  Swanville High School 
     Tues.  11/13  10:00-4:00  Central Lakes College in Brainerd 
     Thurs. 11/15  12:00-6:00  Light of the Cross Church in Garrison. 
 
    
Cass County Public Health is hosting some upcoming walk-in Immunization 
Clinics for children who are on MA/MnCare or who are un- or under-insured.  
Select immunizations are available for adults who are un- or under-insured: 
    9:30-11:30  Pine River-Backus Family Center 
    10:00-12:00  Northland Area Family Center 
   Tues 10-12 & 1-2:30 Pillager Family Resource Center 
           Tues  9:00 – 11:00  Cass Co. Health, Human & Vet. Services  
For more information, call 218-547-1340 ext. 246 
 
Free Master Gardener classes through the UMN Extension Crow Wing County 
Master Gardeners will take place at the Brainerd Public Library each month in 2018 
from 12:00-1:00.  Monthly presentations facilitated by certified UMN Extension 
Crow Wing Master Gardeners will discuss subjects ranging from garden tools to 
gourds.    (Schedule subject to change…check their website for updates) 
     Tues. Nov. 13  “Worm Composting (Vermicomposting)” – Jackie Burkey 
     Tues. Dec. 11  “Holiday Pizzazz: Using Plants for Holiday Décor” JoAnn Weaver 
 
 
 



The Crow Wing County All Veterans Memorial in Brainerd is holding a Donor 
Brick Program Fundraiser to present a visual experience showing respect and 
thankfulness to those who have and are defending our freedoms.  To honor a 
veteran in your life, you can purchase an engraved brick with his or her name on it 
to use on the walkway to the memorial.  To order a brick, log onto 
www.BrainerdVFW.com and click on the Bricks link. 
 
**Kinship Partners is looking for mentors for a number of lakes area children 
who are on a waiting list.  If you would like to make the difference in the life of a 
child here in our community, please contact Kinship Partners.  Mentors can be 
individuals, couples, or families.  It doesn’t cost a lot of money, just a little time.  
Visit KinshipPartners.org for more information.  
 
In an effort to provide a safe environment to share stories, provide support and 
education to those who have lost a loved one to suicide, a Survivors of Suicide 
Loss Support Group invites you to its bi-weekly Monday meetings on the first 
and third Monday of each month.  The group meets from 7:00-8:30 at Lutheran 
Church of the Cross on County Road 13 in Nisswa.  This is a group for adults only.  
With questions, contact Jeri Borgwarth at jeriborg@hotmail.com 
 
Crow Wing County and Lakes Area Law Enforcement have come together to 
introduce The Vitals App.  Vitals is the new app that helps protect people with 
visible and invisible conditions and disabilities by voluntarily communicating critical 
information to law enforcement and first responders. Each Vitals individual is 
assigned a Vitals beacon that transmits a private and secure signal to authorized 
first responders that are within 80 feet, allowing them temporary access to critical 
information that can help the individual and law enforcement de-escalate what 
could become a dangerous or emergency situation.  To learn more, or to register 
for the service, visit TheVitalsApp.com or text VITALS to 797979. 
 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars has TWO essay competitions each year.  The 
Patriot’s Pen is for students in grades 6 to 8.  They write a 300-400 word essay 
on the topic, “Why My Voice Matters.”  The Voice of Democracy is for grades 9-
12.  They write and read a 3-5 minute essay on the topic “Why I Honor The 
American Flag.”  Those participating can earn scholarship dollars and maybe win a 
trip to the national competition in Washington D.C.  If you’d like more information 
on these essay contests, please visit BrainerdVFW.org/contest.html or call Mark at 
829-1326.  The deadline to submit an essay is Oct. 31st, 2018. 
 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. It’s an annual international health 
campaign organized by major breast cancer charities every October to 
increase awareness of the disease and to raise funds for research into its cause, 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment and cure. The campaign also offers information 
and support to those affected by breast cancer.  Breast cancer awareness month is 
a yearly campaign that intend educate people about the importance of early 
screening, test and more. This is a reminder to do your monthly self-breast exams 
and make sure to regularly schedule your mammograms.   
 



Essentia Health clinics will be offering 10-minute scheduled appointments during 
a flu shot clinic in the month of October.  Clinics in Baxter, Brainerd, Crosslake, 
Emily, Hackensack, Pequot Lakes, Pierz, Pillager and Pine River will vary with dates 
and times.  Call 218-828-7100 to schedule an appointment at the clinic near you. 
 
Brainerd Lakes Area residents are encouraged to turn in your empty toner and 
ink jet cartridges at either of The Office Shop locations (Brainerd or Aitkin) for 
recycling.  By doing so, you will be helping the Zachary Johnson Kids with 
Cancer Fund.  The fund offers grants to surrounding area families with a 
dependent child (age 21 or under) who has any form of cancer.  It can be used for 
anything that the patient or caregiver wishes.  If you are interested in applying for 
a grant, contact Riverwood Foundation or stop at either Office Shop location.  Or to 
donate, visit RiverwoodHealthCare.org/foundation/giving or call 218-927-5158. 

National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day is being recognized on Saturday 
October 27. Crow Wing County Community Services would like to encourage 
residents gather their unused medications and safely dispose at collections sites 
across Crow Wing County.  There is no charge for disposing of your medications. 
Properly and safely disposing of medications can help prevent misuse, diversion and 
accidental poisonings.  While Prescription Drug Take Back Day is recognized each 
fall and spring, you can safely dispose of your unused or expired 
prescriptions at any time of the year.  Crow Wing County has several “Take it 
to the Box” sites with drop-off boxes that take unused medications year round. 
Currently, there is a drop box in the lobby of the Crow Wing County Sheriff's office, 
and the following police departments: Crosby, Breezy Point. Nisswa, Pequot Lakes, 
and Crosslake. Generally, these sites are open Monday – Friday during business 
hours. Essentia Health Pharmacy Brainerd and the Essentia Health Pharmacy Baxter 
also have a collection program offered.  The sites will accept over-the-counter 
medications and prescriptions. Participates are asked to leave medication in the 
original container and leave medication name on container. Please remove your 
name and other identifying information. Syringes, needles, or sharps and 
chemotherapy or radiological medicine are NOT accepted at these sites. 

 
 

10/22 – 10/28 
 
First Lutheran Church in downtown Brainerd invites you to participate in a 4-part 
community conversation series focused on the prevention of child sexual 
exploitation and human trafficking. Featuring Joy McElroy, Executive Director of Cherish 
All Children, a service of Lutheran Social Service of MN, and sponsored by Thrivent Action 
Team grants.  These community conversations are free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. Meeting dates are Mondays, Oct. 22 & 29 and November 5 
& 12. Register through Eventbrite here by searching "Cherish All Children".  Please contact 
First Lutheran Church office with questions at (218) 829-9552. 
 
 
 



This Thurs – Sat., Oct.25, 26 & 27, Aitkin Community Theater sponsored, by Aitkin 
Friends of the Arts, will be staging the comedy “Play On!” by Rick Abbot. These evening 
performances will be in the Aitkin High School Auditorium beginning at 7:00.  The story is 
about a theater group is desperately trying to put on a play, despite the maddening 
interference from the haughty author, who keeps revising the script.  Tickets are $8 and on 
sale now at the Aitkin Independent Age.  They may also be purchased at the door before 
each performance.  During intermission the Aitkin Education Foundation will be selling ice 
cream bars and bottles of water in the cafeteria. 
 
Join The Mounted Eagles Therapeutic Horsemanship crew for another fun-filled Night 
With The Stars. This annual fundraising event will be held on Fri. Oct 26th at THE 
WOODS in Merrifield. You will enjoy a Dinner Buffet, Music with DJ Tami LU Smith, Cash Bar 
and a Silent Auction. You are also invited to arrive dressed as your favorite star and join in 
their parade of Stars. This is OPTIONAL!  We welcome you to decorate your table to 
accentuate your business, family focuses, personal taste or just have some fun with it! This 
too is OPTIONAL! You may purchase tickets by calling 218-820-0375 or Order your tickets 
online at MountedEagles.org.  Tickets are $35 per person in advance or $40 at the door. 
 
Support The Northern Lakes Lightening Girls Hockey Team by attending 
“Pucktoberfest” on Fri. Oct. 26th at the Commander Restaurant & Bar in Breezy Point.  The 
event runs from 6:00-9:00pm.  Tickets are $25 and are available from a Girls High School 
Hockey player or at the door.  The ticket includes food and non-alcoholic beverages.  There 
will be a silent and live auction and music afterward (starting at 9:00) with “Audio Circus.” 
 
A bigBowl is a fun opportunity for you and your colleagues to enjoy some friendly 
competition as you come together to bowl, eat, and raise funds for the nearly 7,000 
students that Junior Achievement will serve in the 2018-19 school year! JA provides 
volunteer-delivered entrepreneurship, workforce readiness and financial literacy education 
to kids grades K-12 in five area school districts. Please join them on Fri. Oct. 26th in their 
new event location, Cuyuna Lanes, in Crosby to celebrate the students we serve there and 
throughout the Brained Lakes Area!  The bigBowl will run from 2:30-7:30.  For more info 
and to register, visit JAUM.org.   
 
Join the Greater Lakes Performing Arts Group of Pequot Lakes will present The 
Haunted Hallows of Crosslake – When Things Went Horribly Wrong on Fri. and Sat. 
Oct. 26 & 27 at the Crosslake Historical Log Village from 6:00-9:30 each night.  The event 
will be a repeating, scary, scripted, family oriented show with thrills and fun for all ages.  Go 
to Crosslake.com for more information.   
 
Saving Hearts, a committee of the Crisis Line & Referral Service, will host its annual 5K 
Run/Walk for Suicide Prevention on Sat. Oct. 27th at the Cuyuna Range Elementary 
School in Crosby.  Registration will run from 9:00-9:45, the 5K and 1 Mile will start at 10:00 
and the silent auction will run until 11:30.  All the proceeds will go to the local Crisis Line & 
Referral Service.  For more info, to register or to make a donation, visit 
SavingHeartsRun.com. 
 
The annual Coats For Kids Drive Distribution is taking place on Sat. Oct. 27th at the 
Westgate Mall in Brainerd.  If your little one needs a coat, or you know a child who does, 
get them to the mall on Saturday and they will receive a winter coat at no cost.  From 9:00-
11:00, the child MUST BE PRESENT with a parent, guardian or adult Kinship Partner to 
receive a coat.  Other winter wear will also be available while supplies last.  Then from 
11:00-3:00, anyone can stop by – the child does not have to be there.  There are no 
qualifications needed to get coat other than NEED.  For more info, KinshipPartners.org. 



Local food, art, and dance intersects at the start of a new 6-market season for SPROUT 
Growers & Makers Marketplace in Little Falls on Sat. Oct. 27th from 10:00-3:00.  The 
market will feature over 40 vendors to make their handmade, homegrown food, art, and 
other products available for sale.  This time, enjoy entertainment by the Vespertine Tribal 
Dancers as well as a bison stir-fry cooking demo in the commercial kitchen.  It’s free to 
attend. 
 
It’s a Creepy, Crawly HOWLerween Party on Sat. Oct. 27th at the Northland 
Arboretum in Brainerd and you’re invited!  From 9:00-10:30, the arb will hold its annual 
meeting with free coffee and rolls.  From 11:00-1:00, get up close and personal with a 
number of creepy, crawly Howlerween animals from the Pine Grove Zoo… like a Kenyan 
Sand Boa Snake, a Golden Knee Tarantula, an panther chameleon and other creepers.  
Lunch and creepy cupcakes will also be served.  The cost is $10/family for Arb members….. 
$20 for non-members.   
 
Brainerd Writers Alliance will host its annual writer’s conference and book fair on Sat., 
Oct. 27th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Rumbly Hall, 707 Laurel St., Brainerd, MN. The day 
will feature readings from this year’s winning entries by Minnesota writers in our 2018 
writing contest, followed by our featured speaker, Erin Hart.  The cost for the conference is 
$25 and includes a buffet lunch. Book Fair vendors add $5 to reserve table space. Purchase 
tickets until October 20 at BrainerdWriters.com.   Brainerd Writers Alliance meets the 
3rd Saturday of each month at the Brainerd Public Library.  
 
Kids are invited to join the fun on Sat. Oct. 27th at a Halloween Party at the Crosslake 
Community Center in Crosslake.  The event runs from 12:00-2:00 and will feature a 
costume contest, games, cookie decorating – and all ages are welcome – parents a must. 
 
Pequot Lakes Community Action along with Pequot area businesses invites kids to 
come trick or treating on Sat. Oct. 27th AT Pequot Lakes businesses!   They’re calling it 
Halloween Dress Rehearsal…so come trick or treat in costume at local businesses and enjoy 
a bonfire and s’mores in Trailside Park.  All are welcome…the event runs from 10:00-12:00! 
 
The Lakeshore Conservation Club will be open to the public on Sat. & Sun. Oct. 27 & 
28 for hunters to sight-in their firearms before the deer season starts.  The cost is $5 per 
gun for non-members and free to club members.  The Sight-In will run from 10:00-3:00 
each day with club members on hand to help each hunter.  Lakeshore Conservation Club is 
on CR 77 across from Mt. Ski Gull.  Call 851-8688 for more info or visit the Club’s website. 
 
It’s time for the annual Turkey Bingo on Sun. Oct. 28th at the Holy Cross Church in 
Harding.  Bingo starts at 1:30 with concessions and a free lunch!  $5 for 20 games, Split the 
Pot, $1 Soft Cards and Blackout rounds.   For more information, call 320-277-3860. 
 
St. Rita’s Parish in Hillman is hosting its Quilt & Cash Bingo on Sun. Oct 28th starting at 
1:30.  The game prizes alternate between a quilt and $40 cash.  St. Rita’s is handicapped 
accessible, there will be door prizes and a free lunch after the games.  Call the church for 
more information.  320-277-3807. 
 
Kids are invited to do some Trunk Or Treating at Lutheran Church of the Cross in 
Nisswa on Sun. Oct. 28th.  Come in costume, if you wish, and trick or treat from trunk to 
trunk in the church parking lot, which is right behind Schaefer’s Grocery Store in Nisswa 
(Co.Rd 13).  The FREE event will run from 3:30-5pm. 

 



10/29-11/4 
 
The Brainerd Lakes Chamber invites area residents to a Candidate Forum on Mon. Oct. 
29th at the Chalberg Theater on the Brainerd CLC campus.  This forum will feature 
candidates running for Minnesota State Representative, Districts 9A, 10A and 10B.  The 
forum will start at 6:30pm.  It is free to attend. 
 
Zorongo will perform their beloved children's puppet show - "Tra Ti Ti Tran Tran Toro" at the 
Brainerd Public Library on Mon. Oct. 29 at 6:00 pm.  Choreographed and directed by 
Susana di Palma, this flamenco puppet show is one-of-a-kind.  Ms. Di Palma says "This 
colorful family-friendly performance focuses on friendship and moving to a new culture, and 
children will learn about Spain, the art of flamenco and acceptance of newcomers."  This 
free Legacy Program welcomes all and no registration is necessary.  
 
Lakewood Health System will host an educational seminar on arthritis, joint pain, and 
joint replacement on Tues. Oct. 30th at 5:30 p.m. in the lower level classrooms at 
Lakewood’s Main Campus. (49725 Cty. 83, Staples)  Pie and coffee will be served at 5:30 
p.m., and a presentation by Essentia Health St. Joseph’s - Northern Orthopedics surgeon, 
Dr. Paul Thompson, will begin at 6 p.m. Following the presentation, there will be time for a 
question and answer session.  RSVPs are appreciated and can be made by calling 218-894-
8623. To learn more about Joint Connection, call Ron Murray at 218-894-8578. 
 
Just in time for the Halloween season, Stage North Theater presents “Dracula” at the 
Franklin Arts Center in Brainerd.  The show will be onstage Tues. Oct. 30 – Fri. Nov. 2nd 
at 8:00 nightly.  This is the classic Dracula story of vampires, blood and gore.  It was 
written to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Bram Stoker novel, and follows the book 
closely.  Tickets are $10 each and for sale online at StageNorthTheater.com or by calling 
218-232-6810. 
 
We Scare Hunger is an event hosted by the leadership groups of Brainerd High School. 
Every year on Halloween, members of each organization trick-or-treat for non-
perishable food items in various Brainerd and Baxter neighborhoods. In previous years, 
BHS has collected over 2000 lbs of non-perishables each year! Flyers will be posted on 
houses in neighborhoods informing you that these students will be coming to your home on 
October 31st to collect any donations you are able to give, if we miss your house or you 
have donations you’d like to give, you can drop all donations off at Brainerd High School’s 
Main Office. We appreciate any and all donations! All donations go to BHS’s food shelf “The 
Warrior Warehouse” for students in this community who are in need. Thank you! 
 
Children are invited to go Trick-Or-Treating at Bethany Good Samaritan Society in 
Brainerd on Wed. Oct. 31st at 6:30pm.  Residents will be passing out candy inside the 
Chapel and there will be a candy buy-back station set up in the community room where kids 
can trade their candy for toys and trinkets.  Bethany Good Samaritan is on Wright Street in 
Brainerd. 
 
Kids are invited to participate in a Trunk Or Treat Halloween event on Wed. Oct. 31st at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Brainerd.  Put on your costume and bring your Halloween candy 
bag to the church’s parking lot between 5:00-7:00 and safely trick or treat from trunk to 
trunk!  No cost to attend!  All are welcome!  (220 N. 8th St.). 
 
 



Who wants to Trunk & Treat in Crosslake?  Join the fun on Wed. Oct. 31st at Crosslake 
Lutheran Church starting at 5:30.  Families will be decorating vehicles and passing out 
candy in the parking lot and children can go – in costume – from trunk to trunk and get 
treats.  There will also be Halloween games and activities and food will be available. 
 
Join Essentia Health St. Joseph’s Medical Center for the 9th Annual Pink Tie Party 
from 6:00-9:00 on Thurs. Nov. 1st at Cragun’s Resort.  The event to support breast cancer 
patients in the Brainerd Lakes Area will feature hors d’oeuvres, dessert samples, silent 
auction and raffle.  The proceeds from the event will be donated to The Pink Ribbon 
Cupboard, which serves breast cancer patients living in our community who are currently in 
treatment regardless of their healthcare provider.  (gas cards, rent/mortgage payments, 
grocery gift cards, etc).  Tickets are $35 in advance ($45 at the door) and can be purchased 
at the St. Joe’s Gift Shop, or at Birgit’s Jewelers or Cash Wise Liquor.  For more info call 
828-7583. 
 
Nisswa Smiles (dental office) presents its 6th Annual Halloween Candy Buy Back on 
Thurs. Nov. 1st from 3:00-5:00pm.  Kids… bring your unopened Halloween candy to the 
Nisswa Smiles office and receive $1/pound (up to 5 pounds).  Must be accompanied by an 
adult.  Candy will be shipped in care packages to troops overseas through Operation 
Gratitude.  Your name will be entered in a contest to win a Three Bear Waterpark Package!  
For more info, call 963-6330 or visit NisswaSmiles.com.  Nisswa Smiles is on Main Street in 
Nisswa between Rafferty’s Pizza and The Totem Pole. 
 
Hope for the Holidays is for those who are grieving the loss of a loved one and wish to 
join in a supportive and caring group to help them through the holidays.  The pressure to 
balance personal grief with the expectations of “joyful” social obligation is a common 
experience. The Hope for the Holidays Presentation, facilitated by professionals, will provide 
an opportunity for honest dialogue and tools for coping with the upcoming weeks. Please 
join us at Essentia Health - St. Joseph's Medical Center from 4-6 pm on Thurs., Nov. 1st.    
For more information about Grief Support and to register for Hope for the Holidays please 
call 218.828.7442 or 218.828.7464. 
 
Twin Cities-based composers and performers Aby Wold and Eric Mayson will present 
“Champagne Confetti,” an evening of new electro-acoustic works featuring the cast of 
renowned musicians at the Chalberg Theater on Thurs. Nov. 1st at 7:30pm.  Tickets are 
$18 for adults… $14 for under 18…and can be purchased online at CLCPerformingArts.com 
or by calling 855-8199. 
 
The Maple Hill Lutheran Church in Pine River will host its annual Fall Deer Hunter’s 
Supper on Sat. Nov. 3rd from 4:30-7:30.  The menu consists of a Pork Loin Dinner, 
scalloped potatoes with ham, vegetables, rolls, homemade pies and a beverage.  A free will 
offering will be accepted. 
   
It’s time for the Annual Bazaar & Bake Sale at the Motley United Methodist Church.  
If you need special treats or gifts for the holidays, don’t miss this event on Sat. Nov. 3rd 
from 9:00-3:00 at the church on 3rd Avenue South in Motley.  Shop homemade lefse, pies, 
cookies, bars, muffins, breads, candy, jam and jellies.  Enjoy local crafters’ handmade items 
and white elephant treasures.  Lunch will be served during the event.  Sponsored by the 
Motley United Methodist Women.  
 
 
 



 
Summer is over, but the music continues with the Lakes Area Music Festival. The Winter 
Series features intimate chamber music with some of the LAMF musicians you’ve come to 
know over the past year.  A concert featuring the music of Beethoven & Brahms will be 
presented on Sun. Nov. 4th at Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa.  The concert will 
start at 2:00.  Admission is free, however a $20 donation is encouraged. 
 


