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Sept. 11 – Sept 23 
 
This is an AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DONATION ALERT!  The Red Cross 
continues to face a critical blood shortage and is issuing an emergency call for 
eligible blood and platelet donors of all types to give NOW and help save lives.  
Blood donations are being distributed to hospitals faster than donations are coming 
in.  Commit to give and make a difference.  Use the Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to make an appointment. 
Upcoming blood donation opportunities: 
Visit www.redcrossblood.org (where you can download the FREE Red Cross Blood Donor 
App) or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to make your appointment:  
 Thurs. 9/13 12:00-6:00  Hill City Assembly of God Church in Hill City 
 Thurs. 9/13 12:00-6:00  Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa 

(BRING A BUDDY BLOOD DRIVE 9/17-19…see below…different phone #) 
Thurs.  9/20 12:00-6:00  Maslowski Wellness & Research Ctr in Wadena 
Thurs. 9/20 11:00-5:00  Timberwood Church in Nisswa 
Fri.  9/21 1:00-5:00  Bertha-Hewitt High School in Bertha 

 Tues.  9/25 12:00-6:00  American Legion in Little Falls 
  
Cass County Public Health is hosting some upcoming walk-in Immunization 
Clinics for children who are on MA/MnCare or who are un- or under-insured.  
Select immunizations are available for adults who are un- or under-insured: 
 9/5 Wed 9:30-11:30  Pine River-Backus Family Center 
 9/14 Fri 10:00-12:00  Northland Area Family Center 
 9/18 Tues 10-12 & 1-2:30 Pillager Family Resource Center 
         9/25 Tues  9:00 – 11:00  Cass Co. Health, Human & Veteran Services  
For more information, call 218-547-1340 ext. 246 
 
The Second Saturdays, the Crossing Arts Alliance has art events for kids at 
their new location in downtown Brainerd (711 Laurel St.). The cost is $3 per 
child/$5 per family.  Recommended for ages 5-12, but all welcome with adult 
supervision.  Classes run from 10:00 a.m. til Noon.   
  NA 
For more info., go to CrossingArts.org or call 833-0416. 
 
The Crossing Arts Alliance in Brainerd offers workshops in a variety of mediums 
as part of its mission to provide arts education to the community. (For more info, 
and class costs, visit CrossingArts.org)…..Upcoming classes include: 
      NA 

 
 
 
 



Free Master Gardener classes through the UMN Extension Crow Wing County 
Master Gardeners will take place at the Brainerd Public Library each month in 2018 
from 12:00-1:00.  Monthly presentations facilitated by certified UMN Extension 
Crow Wing Master Gardeners will discuss subjects ranging from garden tools to 
gourds.    (Schedule subject to change…check their website for updates) 
     Tues. Sept. 11  “Trees:  Choose Wisely and Plant Properly” – Jackie Burkey 
     Tues. Oct. 9  “Spring Blooming Bulbs for North. Gardens” – Jennifer Knutson 
     Tues. Nov. 13  “Worm Composting (Vermicomposting)” – Jackie Burkey 
     Tues. Dec. 11  “Holiday Pizzazz: Using Plants for Holiday Décor” JoAnn Weaver 
 
The Brainerd Lakes Area Growers Market is open for the season and you are 
invited to stop by and shop!  The market will be open from 8:00 to 12:30 every 
Tuesday in the Franklin Arts Center parking lot, every Thursday in the lot of the 
Nisswa American Legion and on Fridays at the Harley Davidson parking lot in 
Baxter.  You’ll be able to purchase vegetables, fruits, hanging baskets, potted 
flowers and plants.  You may also find fresh lettuce, green onions, asparagus, local 
honey, maple syrup, baked good, pork and beef.  Homemade items will also be 
available.   For more info, visit BrainerdFarmersMarket.com  
 
The Cuyuna Range Farmers Market will be up and running each and every 
Saturday from 9:00-12:00 from June through October.  The market will be open to 
all at the Main Street Plaza in Crosby. 
 
The City of Brainerd will begin a Farmer’s Market on Laurel in the parking lot 
between South 6th and South 7th Street on Laurel Street every Tues. until further 
notice.  Parking will be prohibited in marked areas from 2:00-8:00pm.   
 
The Crow Wing County All Veterans Memorial in Brainerd is holding a Donor 
Brick Program Fundraiser to present a visual experience showing respect and 
thankfulness to those who have and are defending our freedoms.  To honor a 
veteran in your life, you can purchase an engraved brick with his or her name on it 
to use on the walkway to the memorial.  To order a brick, log onto 
www.BrainerdVFW.com and click on the Bricks link. 
 
**Kinship Partners is looking for mentors for a number of lakes area children 
who are on a waiting list.  If you would like to make the difference in the life of a 
child here in our community, please contact Kinship Partners.  Mentors can be 
individuals, couples, or families.  It doesn’t cost a lot of money, just a little time.  
 
In an effort to provide a safe environment to share stories, provide support and 
education to those who have lost a loved one to suicide, a Survivors of Suicide 
Loss Support Group invites you to its bi-weekly Monday meetings on the first 
and third Monday of each month.  The group meets from 7:00-8:30 at Lutheran 
Church of the Cross on County Road 13 in Nisswa.  This is a group for adults only.  
With questions, contact Jeri Borgwarth at jeriborg@hotmail.com 
 
 
 



Crow Wing County and Lakes Area Law Enforcement have come together to 
introduce The Vitals App.  Vitals is the new app that helps protect people with 
visible and invisible conditions and disabilities by voluntarily communicating critical 
information to law enforcement and first responders. Each Vitals individual is 
assigned a Vitals beacon that transmits a private and secure signal to authorized 
first responders that are within 80 feet, allowing them temporary access to critical 
information that can help the individual and law enforcement de-escalate what 
could become a dangerous or emergency situation.  To learn more, or to register 
for the service, visit TheVitalsApp.com or text VITALS to 797979. 
 
The 2018 Walk To End Alzheimer’s is coming up on Sat. Sept. 22nd and teams 
are encouraged to sign up now!  Walk as an individual, or form a team, to walk with 
others at Forestview Middle School in Baxter.  Registration that day will start at 
8:30 with the walk starting at 10:00.  Register at www.ALZ.org/walk. 
 
Since 2014, over 4,000 kids have been introduced to the game of hockey through 
the Little Wild Learn To Play Hockey program.  Again this year, the program will 
hold 4-Week sessions throughout Minnesota including in Brainerd for kids ages 5 to 
8.  The sessions will take place Sundays, 9/9, 9/16, 9/23, 9/30 from 2:00-3:00 
at Essentia Health Sports Center.  Registration is open now, so register online at 
Wild.Com/LittleWild.  The program fee is $125 and includes use of all equipment 
needed. 
 
Community members are invited to participate in a travel study program to 
Cuernavaca, Mexico from March 8-16, 2019, lead by the Central Lakes College 
Spanish Department. Participants can save $100 by signing up before Sept. 15.  
This trip is a culminating experience for the spring semester Global Studies 1491 
course, which meets on four Tuesday evenings during the first half of spring 
semester. Interested learners can either sign up for the course or participate as a 
community member.  Students will stay with local families close to the school and 
enjoy typical Mexican dishes. In this course, students will have the opportunity to 
fully immerse themselves in the Spanish-speaking culture of Mexico. Interested 
students and community members should contact Tracey Kloeckl-Jiménez at 218-
855-8183 as soon as possible, as the course is almost full. 
 
The International Men’s March to Stop Rape, Sexual Assault & Gender Violence will 
take place on Sat. Sept. 22nd at Mills Ford in Baxter.  “Walk A Mile In Her 
Shoes” will open at 10:30.  Enjoy food, entertainment, a silent auction, prizes and 
then, the walk.  Men are encouraged to put on a pair of women’s shoes and walk a 
mile down the frontage road in front of Mills Ford in support of Sexual Assault 
Services, Inc and the Mid MN Women’s Center.  ALL are invited to participate.  Find 
out more at WalkAMileBrainerdBaxter.com. 
 
 
 
 



September is National Preparedness Month.  This year’s theme is “Disasters 
Happen.  Prepare Now.  Learn How.”   The nationwide month long effort encourages 
households, businesses and communities to prepare and plan for emergencies. 
Crow Wing County Emergency Management Director, John Bowen, says the 
devastating storms and wildfires remind us of the importance of preparing for 
disasters.  It’s important to prepare in advance to help yourself and your 
community.  Take time to learn lifesaving skills such as CPR and first aid.  Most 
emergencies happen without warning.  It is important to practice an emergency 
plan with your whole family -  Build an emergency kit and make sure you are ready 
with enough supplies for at least 3 days.   Review and replace the contents of your 
emergency kit every six months.  Be sure to check expiration dates on food, water, 
batteries and medications.    Text, don’t talk.  Unless you are in danger, call 911.  
Sign up for preparedness text messages.  Text PREPARE to 43362 (4FEMA) to 
receive tips.   
 
Young At HART is back!  If you are between the ages of 6 and 9, Young At HART 
has been designed just for you!  Kids will earn about dogs, cats and other pets, 
including how to deice which pet is best for your family, how to care for them, how 
to keep them healthy, how to be responsible for them, how to be safe around them, 
and much more!  Not only that, but kids will visit the HART animals, hang out with 
Chaz The HART Education Dog, make crafts, play games, read stories and have a 
snack.  The class meets the first Saturday of each month from 10:00-12:00 
beginning OCT. 6th and running through the first Saturday in May.  The total cost 
of all seven classes is $50/child.  To register, call HART at 218-829-4141 or Jan at 
828-3449.  All kids must be registered by Oct. 1st. 

 
9/10 – 9/16 
For team captains for the upcoming Walk To End Alzheimer’s in Baxter on Sept. 22nd, 
Tues. Sept. 11th is Early Bird Check-in for team captains.  Association staff and 
volunteers will be at Prairie Bay in Baxter from 8 AM to 7 PM. Drop off any donations and 
get wristbands and shirts for team members that have earned them. If a team captain can't 
attend, another team member can check in your team. Those teams that attend early bird 
check-in and have wristbands can go through the Fast Pass lane on walk day - just like at 
Disney! Hope to see you Tuesday!  You can still register a team, too…. At www.alz.org/walk. 
 
Crow Wing Power partnered with the City of Baxter and Master Gardener Ken Lueken for the 
past three years to develop an educational pollinator garden for area residents.  The 
Pollinator Garden at Loren Thompson Park is ready for the planting of 350 plants!  
Volunteers are needed to help get them all in.  If you are interested in helping on Tues. 
Sept. 11th between 10:00 and 2:00, go to Crow Wing Power’s Facebook page and click 
“GOING” on the event page.  Tools are provided, just bring gloves and any needed knee 
pads.  A light lunch will also be provided.  Loren Thompson Park is at 13015 Kingwood Drive 
South in Baxter. 
 
The Bay Lake Area Lions general membership meeting is held each second Tuesday of the 
month at The Joint on Hwy 169 north of Garrison at 5:30 (Tues. Sept. 11th, this time).  If 
you would like to find out more about what Lions do for you and your community, please 
attend the meeting.  For more info, call 678-9090. 
 



Ruby’s Pantry Pop Up Pantry will be open from 11:00 to 12:30 on Tues. Sept. 11th at 
the National Guard Armory on Wright Street in Brainerd.  Ruby’s Pantry is a non-profit food 
ministry serving the community on the second Tuesday of each month.  There are no 
income guidelines to participate.  For a $20 cash donation, participants will receive a 
“Share” with up to $120 in groceries.  Please bring containers to put your food in. 
 
“Spring Blooming Bulbs for Northern Gardens” will be presented by Master Gardener 
Jennifer Knutson at 12:00pm on Tues. Sept. 11th at the Brainerd Public Library.  
Register for this free program by calling the library at 829-5574.  To learn more, visit 
CrowWingMasterGardeners.org 
 
Join the Brainerd Lakes Chamber and Crow Wing Energized for Business After Hours 
at the Brainerd Family YMCA on Tues. Sept. 11th from 4:30 to 6:00.  The Y and Crow 
Wing Energized will host the event at the Brainerd Family YMCA where guests will have fun 
with interactive GO GROUP STATIONS in the gym and enjoy a number of healthy snacks.  
Those who attend will have the chance to win a FitBit, health and wellness books and a 3-
month membership to the YMCA.  RSVPs are required via the Chamber’s website or by 
calling 829-2838. 
 
Join Camp Knutson for a night of appetizers, wine and fun and an opportunity to raise 
money for the wonderful campers at Camp Knutson.  It’s Prairie Bay’s Happy Hour for a 
Cause on Thus. Sept. 13th from 5:00-7:00pm.  For a minimum $15 donation to Camp, you 
will enjoy food from Prairie Bay and beverages from Cash Wise.  Please RSVP by calling 
Prairie Bay at 824-6444. 
 
Have fun at this year’s 16th Annual Grass Drags and Swap Meet at the Crow Wing County 
Fairgrounds on Fri. Sept. 14th and Sat. Sept. 15th.  The event is hosted by Brainerd 
Snodeos!  Events start Friday at 3:00 and run through Saturday at 5:00. 
 
A special notice to residents living upstream of the Little Falls dam on the Mississippi River:  
MN Power will lower the elevation of the Mississippi River upstream of the Little Falls Dam 
by approximately 2.5 feet on Mon. Sept. 17th to perform maintenance and make minor dam 
repairs.  Once complete, refill will begin.  MN Power will begin lowering the elevation 
the morning of SEPT. 15th and water levels are expected to be back to normal by Sep22nd 
 
It’s time for the Nisswa Fall Festival in downtown Nisswa, Sat. Sept. 15th from 8:00am 
to 8:00pm.  Join the Nisswa Fire Department, the Pickle Factory and Bridges of Hope for the 
Nisswa Fall Festival & Smokin’ Hot BBQ Challenge.  The morning starts with the Bridges of 
Hope 5K and 10K RUN FOR HOPE.  Enjoy the Nisswa Fire Department’s Pancake Breakfast in 
the morning.  The BBQ competitors will be cooking ribs all day that the tickets to try the ribs 
go on sale at 1:00, with the eating starting at 4:00.  Enjoy live music outside of The Pickle 
starting in the early afternoon.  They will also have a Kidzone with bounce houses and blow 
ups.  Buy tickets for individual ribs OR buy the VIP tent package for $30.  For more 
information, visit Nisswa.com or find the event page on Facebook.   
 
Take the Wheel.  Help your school.  On Sat. Sept. 15th, take a Free Ford Test-Drive at 
Mills Ford Lincoln on Highway 371 in Brainerd/Baxter and Brainerd High School will receive a 
$20 donation from Ford up to $6,000.  Drivers must be at least 18 with a valid driver’s 
license.  The Drive 4 UR School runs from 9:00-4:00 with the Spanish Club, Warrior Cheer 
Team, Warrior Girls Lacrosse Team, Warrior Boys Lacrosse Team and the Warrior Wrestling 
Team set to split the proceeds.  For more info, visit MillsAuto.com. 
 



It’s time for the Ageless Expo on Sat. Sept. 15th from 9:30 to 2:30 at Forestview Middle 
School in Baxter.  The expo, designed for individuals ages 55 and up, is free and open to 
the public.  Enjoy Exhibit Booths, Workshops, Entertainment, Antique & Classic Car Show, 
art groups and presentations & hobbies.  Keynote speaker is Ed Fischer, an editorial 
cartoonist for the Star Tribune now retired, who will speak at 1:00.  Don’t miss the 
educational, informative and fun event.   
 
The 2018 Bridges of Hope Run for Hope will be held Sat., Sept. 15th in downtown 
Nisswa. Bridges of Hope is honored to partner once again with the Nisswa Chamber of 
Commerce for this year's Run for Hope, as part of the 45th annual Nisswa Fall Festival and 
13th annual Smokin' Hot BBQ Challenge.  The Run for Hope is a fun community event 
geared for the whole family to help benefit Bridges of Hope and their work throughout the 
Brainerd Lakes Area. The Run will start and end on the Paul Bunyan trail in Downtown 
Nisswa. This year, the Run will begin at 8:30 am and includes a 10K run, 5K, a 2-Mile Walk, 
Zero-K, and a Kids’ Dash for ages 4-10.   Proceeds from the Sixth Annual Run for Hope will 
support work with individuals and families throughout the Brainerd Lakes Area. 
 
It’s time for the 44th Annual Albany Pioneer Days in Albany, Minnesota.  The Threshing 
show will run Sept. 14, 15, 16th and will feature a parade of tractors Sat. & Sun. at 1:30.  
Take in the Oliver and Hart-Parr Antique Tractors and equipment.  You’ll also enjoy, music, 
food, a flea market and more!  Gates open daily at 7am.  $10 per day… $18 per season 
pass.  Kids 12 and under are free.  For info, visit AlbanyPoineerDays.com.  
 
The Brainerd American Legion Post 255 will host a dedication of the Memorial To The 
Heroes of the Benghazi Terror Attack that will take place at the Minnesota State 
Veterans Cemetery in Little Falls on Sun. Sept. 16th at 10:30am.  The Brainerd American 
Legion Riders raised funds for a memorial bench for four heroes who perished doing their 
duty in service to our country and the MN State Veterans Cemetery at Little Falls was 
chosen for the location of the memorial bench.  The dedication will be a patriotic, non-
political event. 

 
 
8/17 – 8/23 
 
It’s time for the Bring A Buddy Blood Drive in Brainerd Mon-Wed, Sept. 17, 18 and 
19th.  This year’s drive will be held at First Lutheran Church in Brainerd.  This drive 
encourages everyone to get a buddy (or a new donor) to donate!  Everyone who brings in a 
new donor who has not given before or if it has been two years since they last donated, 
both the buddy and the new donor will get a $10 gift card from Cub Foods!  The drive will 
be held Mon. and Tues, the 17 and 18th, from 12:00-6:00….. then on Wed. the 19th from 
9:00-3:00.  To donate at the Bring A Buddy Blood Drive, call 838-LIFE.  That’s 838-5433. 
 
 
Enjoy a Party with a Purpose at Sprout in Little Falls on Tues. Sept. 18th from 6:00-
8:00pm in support of the Morrison County Food Shelf.  Meet the food shelf Board and 
volunteers who serve to end hunger in Morrison County.  By attending, you will learn how 
you can support the food shelf.  You will also enjoy Spanish tapas and wine with your $10 
entry to the event.  Reserve tickets in advance by calling 320-412-3081.  Sprout is at 609 
13th Ave NE (door 8) in Little Falls. 
 



The Brainerd American Legion is hosting a huge Fall Rendezvous on Wed. Sept. 19th 
starting at 5:00pm.  The social hour will end and the Prime Rib & Jumbo Shrimp dinner will 
be served at 6:30.  They will be over 20 guns auctioned off.  Tickets are $35 and on sale at 
the Brainerd American Legion.  
 
Heart and Soul 2018 will be held on Tues., Sept. 21st from 6:30–9pm at the Crosslake 
Lutheran Church, in Crosslake. Featured speaker for this Women Only Event will be 
Cardiologist, Eric Fenstad, MD, MSc, FACC. He will present, “Things that go Bump in the 
Night,” a presentation on Heart Rhythms in Women.  The other speaker will be Gail Smith, 
RN, BSN, CCRN who will be speaking about, “Make the Hurt Go Away” Mind, Body, and 
Spirit Pain in Women — diagnosis and treatment.  The evening is free and open to all area 
women with doors opening at 6pm. Come and spend the evening learning, laughing, and 
being with women to improve your mind, body, and spirit health. Questions, call 218-692-
3682 at Crosslake Lutheran. 
 
On Sat. Sept. 22nd, Ripple River Gallery is holding their Fall Open House and Wild & 
Free Benefit fundraiser.  The event runs from 10:00-5:00 and is a celebration of the 
season with art, food, and fun.  In addition, if Wild & Free has any raptors that have been 
rehabilitated and are ready to fly, they will release the birds from 1:00-2:00.  Volunteers 
are needed!  They need two people from 9:30-12:30 and 2 people from 12:30-4:30.  Both 
shifts will greet people, share stories about Wild & Free and sell merchandise.  If you have 
question, contact the Garrison Animal Hospital or find them or find Wild & Free on Facebook.   
 
Come out and enjoy the afternoon at the 2018 Minnesota Salsa Fest at the Todd County 
Fairgrounds in Long Prairie.  The SalsaFest will be held Sat. Sept. 22nd from 1:00-
10:00pm.  From 1:00-6:00, enjoy kids events, a farmer’s market, salsa dancing and a salsa 
contest.  From 6:00-9:00, listen to the music of Stearns County Pachanga Society, salsa 
dance, food and beverages.  Admission is just $5.  For more info, search Minnesota Salsa 
Fest on Facebook.   
 
The Cuyuna Regional Medical Center, Crosby area law enforcement, fire and first 
responder groups will be conducting an “active shooter exercise” around Crosby-
Ironton High School on Sat. Sept. 22nd.  CRMC says there will be increased traffic, 
including emergency vehicles and air medical transport services throughout the day.  The 
public is encouraged to remain clear of the area immediately around the high school and 
extending south to the practice ball field off Hematite Street until that evening.   
 
It’s time for the GLAR Dashing Doggie Pageant on Sun. Sept. 23rd at the Greater Lakes 
Association of Realtors office on Pearl Drive in Baxter.  The pageant will run from 2:00-4:00 
and there is fun for all!  Food, contests, prizes, vendors, demonstrations (including a Baxter 
Police K9 Demo!).  Bring your dogs!  Vaccinations MUST be current and all dogs must be on 
a leash at all times.  The contest itself will include:  Best Dog Costume, Best Dog Trick, 
Softest Dog Ears, Longest Dog Tail, Best Dog Sitter, Fastest Dog-To-Master and prizes will 
be given to all the winners.  Registration is $10 per dog with all the proceeds from the 
pageant going to benefit the Heartland Animal Rescue Team, or HART. 


